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Anthony  is  a  good  boy.  He  is  extremely 
polite,  sensitive  and  intelligent.  But 
his  older  brother  Johnny  is  a  walking  time 
bomb,  full  of  menace  and  anger.  Johnny 
cruelly  scorns  his  gentler  brother,  even 
when  others  are  watching. 

One  day,  he  beats  up  Anthony  in  front  of 
his  friends.  Humiliated,  Anthony  is  driven 
from  the  house.  Anthony  snaps,  gets  a  gun 
and  in  a  daze  kills  Johnny. 

"My  Son  Johnny,"  a  made-for-television 
ABC  movie  that  aired  in  1991,  is  one  of 
the  first  productions  to  bring  to  American 
and  Canadian  viewers  the  often  overlooked 
issue  of  sibling  abuse.  Surprisingly,  abuse 
among  brothers  and  sisters  is  the  most 
prevalent  form  of  family  violence,  but 
unlike  Johnny's  killing  in  the  movie,  it  is 
least  likely  to  result  in  death. 

Children  of  all  ages  can  be  abusive,  and 
their  capacity  to  engage  in  such  behaviour 
increases  with  age.  The  violence  becomes 
more  evident  and  serious  when  they  reach 
adolescence.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
number  of  violent  crimes  committed  by 
teenagers  against  family  members,  but 
research  is  starting  to  reveal  the  serious 
problem  of  violence  by  teenagers  against 
their  parents,  brothers  and  sisters. 

Violence  between  brothers  and  sisters  is 
widespread  in  North  America.  Three  out  of 
four  adolescents  use  physical  violence  as  a 
way  to  resolve  conflict.  Parents  often 
overlook  this  type  of  violence  and  excuse 
it  as  sibling  rivahy.  "Kids  will  be  kids," 
they  say. 

A  lot  of  what  we  call  normal  behaviour  is 
actually  abusive.  For  instance,  an  older 
child  may  take  great  delight  in  scaring  to 
death  a  younger  sister  by  waiting  behind 


doors  and  jumping  out  at  her.  Most  parents 
would  think  this  is  just  play  and  ignore  it. 

"But  such  action  could  be  considered 
abusive,  if  there's  force  used.  Child's  play 
becomes  abusive  whenever  one  sibling 
exerts  force  over  another,"  says  Marlene 
Renkle  from  the  Edmonton  Young 
Offenders  Centre. 

"Awareness  of  sibling  abuse  is  relatively 
new,  so  many  people  have  to  change  old 
attitudes.  Fifteen  years  ago,  some  people 
thought  wife  battering  was  something  you 
couldn't  do  anything  about.  But  attitudes 
have  changed.  Now  we  need  to  see  that 
violence  among  brothers  and  sisters  is  not 
acceptable.  Abuse  is  a  lot  more  than  broken 
bones  and  black  eyes,"  explains  Renkle. 


Three  out  of  four  adolescents 
use  physical  violence  as  a  way 
to  resolve  conflict.  Parents 
often  overlook  this  type  of 
violence  and  excuse  it  as 
sibling  rivalry.  ''Kids  will  be 
kids, "  they  say. 


Dave  Yawney  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
agrees  that  more  awareness  is  needed  about 
sibling  abuse.  "It  wasn't  until  1991  that  the 
first  book  on  the  subject  was  written  and  the 
first  movie  was  produced,"  he  believes. 

Most  violent  behaviour  involves  pushing, 
grabbing  and  shoving.  However,  16  per  cent 
of  the  time  brothers  and  sisters  beat  each 
other,  often  causing  serious  injuries. 


Sometimes  they  threaten  each  other  with  a 
gun  or  knife. 

One  boy  tells  of  bitter  childhood  memories 
of  being  beaten  by  his  older  brother.  His 
brother  would  begin  the  violence  as  soon  as 
their  mother  left  for  work.  "1  started  crying 
after  the  first  blow  to  my  chest.  Then  his 
knuckles  dug  deep  into  my  shoulders 
leaving  bruises.  I  threw  up  my  breakfast. 
'And  you'd  better  not  tell  Mama.'" 

When  the  boy  went  to  his  mother  and 
showed  her  his  bruises,  she  whipped  the 
older  brother  and  demanded  he  stop 
fighting.  But  the  violence  only  got  worse. 

The  account  continues: 

"It's  been  many  years  since  Maury  beat 
me,  but  the  effects  are  still  with  me.  I 
sometimes  flinch  when  someone  grabs  or 
reaches  toward  me,  and  I  cannot  tolerate 
anyone  yelling  at  me.  I  cannot  strike  a 
child  for  any  reason,  though  I  have  been 
provoked  on  my  job  teaching  in  an  inner- 
city  school.  Sometimes  I  feel  as  though 
I'm  the  only  person  who  has  suffered  what 
I  have.  A  sibling  is  probably  the  last 
person  a  parent  would  suspect  of  battering 
a  child.  My  mother  has  often  apologized 
for  not  recognizing  my  desires  not  to  be 
left  alone  with  Maury.  But  her  apologies 
are  too  late.  The  pain  my  brother  caused 
me  will  never  go  away."  ("Adolescents  as 
Victims  and  Abusers  in  the  Family," 
Mildred  Daley  Pagelow,  California  State 
University,  1987) 

Another  shocking  form  of  violence  by 
adolescents  is  directed  at  parents.  About  one 
out  of  four  college  students  admitted  kicking 
or  punching  a  parent.  Research  shows  that 
one  in  10  parents  have  suffered  severe 
violent  acts  by  their  adolescent  children.  ► 
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In  one  case,  a  19  year  old  boy  broke  his 
mother' s  ribs  and  she  was  admitted  to 
hospital.  Another  case  reports  that  a  12 
year  old  boy  pushed  his  mother  into  the 
door,  kicked  her  in  the  face  and  lacerated 
her  cheek.  The  mother  had  spanked  the 
boy  for  disobeying  her.  The  father  watched 
without  interfering. 

Most  cases  of  parental  abuse  involve 
males,  but  females  are  not  exempt.  One 
teenage  girl  tried  to  kill  her  family  by 
setting  fire  to  their  home. 

Abuse  against  parents  and  sibUngs  is  grossly 
under  reported.  Parents  will  deny  all  but  the 
most  severe  abuse.  They  will  go  to  great 
lengths  to  protect  their  children  —  even 
lying.  Parents  may  talk  openly  about  the 
violence  right  after  the  incident,  but  then 
they  often  deny  or  down  play  the  abuse. 

What  causes  adolescents  to  abuse  their 
siblings  and  parents?  "The  reasons  vary 
from  simple  jealousy  to  severe  psychopa- 
thology,"  explains  Yawney. 

A  single  profile  cannot  describe  all 
adolescents  who  are  abusive.  Children  who 
are  abusive  are  found  among  all  economic 
groups,  levels  of  education,  ethnic  back- 
grounds and  religions. 

When  sibling  abuse  is  involved,  "It  is 
usually  the  older  and  bigger  child  who 
does  the  abusing.  They  are  bom  into  power 
and  have  advantage  over  the  younger 
ones,"  says  Renkle. 

"The  hallmark  of  an  abusive  adolescent  is 
they  like  controlling  others.  They  get  a 
special  pleasure  out  of  manipulating  those 
around  them,"  she  continues. 

Researchers  have  tried  to  see  if  there  is  a 
hnk  between  being  abused  as  a  child  and  the 
likelihood  of  being  abusive  as  an  adolescent. 
While  it  is  true  that  many  children  learn 
violence  from  their  parents,  the  majority  of 


adolescents  from  violent  childhoods  do  not 
become  abusive.  People  react  very  differ- 
ently to  violence.  Some  may  fight  back,  but 
many  endure  it  painfully,  leave  home  or 
ultimately  commit  suicide. 

The  following  example,  while  illustrating 
extreme  levels  of  abuse  by  father  and 
son,  shows  how  an  abused  boy  grows  up 
to  be  a  caring  and  thoughtful  member  of 
the  community. 


For  years,  this  boy  watched  his  father 
brutally  beat  his  mother,  whether  drunk  or 
sober.  His  father  told  the  family  they  were 
scum  and  starved  them.  One  night  when 
the  father  was  very  drunk,  he  threatened  to 
kill  all  of  them.  The  next  day,  the  boy  with 
his  brothers  took  all  the  bolts  out  of  the 
father's  rifles  and  dumped  all  the  ammuni- 
tion in  the  house  in  a  creek. 

When  the  boy  was  15,  he  took  his  father  to 
court  for  non-support.  As  soon  as  he  got  out 
of  jail,  the  father  returned  home  and  began 
brutalizing  the  family.  His  mother  was  eight 
months  pregnant  and  she  suffered  a  lot  of 
loud,  verbal  abuse  from  his  father. 

The  son,  now  larger  than  his  father,  could 
not  take  the  abuse  anymore.  He  began 
kicking  his  father  violendy.  The  son  did 
this  hundreds  of  times  over  the  next  year. 
He  thought  long  and  hard  about  murdering 
his  father.  Finally,  at  17,  the  son  could  not 
take  it  anymore.  He  was  a  nervous  wreck, 
suffering  from  malnutrition.  He  left  home 


and  today  is  a  nonviolent  adult,  dedicated 
to  helping  prevent  child  abuse.  (Pagelow) 

Abuse  by  adolescents  is  a  serious  problem. 
Many  parents  ask  themselves  what  can  be 
done.  The  answers  are  not  simple. 

Yawney  says  children  must  learn  that 
violence  is  unacceptable.  "A  lot  of  school 
programming  focuses  on  saying  'no'  to 
violence.  That's  fine,  but  we  need  to  go 
beyond  that.  We  should  not  focus  only  on 
those  who  could  be  victims,  but  on  potential 
victimizers.  We  have  to  stop  violence  before 
it  starts.  Our  programs  need  to  focus  on  the 
theme  of  'no  victimizers  —  no  victims'.  We 
must  teach  children  that  no  person  has  the 
right  to  possess  and  control  another." 

Sometimes  children  become  abusive  to  their 
parents  and  siblings  because  they  think  they 
rule  the  home.  Canadian  author  Thomas 
Millar  in  his  book  "Omnipotent  Child,"  says 
parents  need  to  set  parameters  on  the  child's 
life,  without  being  mean  or  overbearing.  He 
says  the  time  to  start  training  and  discipUn- 
ing  children  is  when  they  are  toddlers. 
Parents  need  to  learn  to  say  no  and  be 
consistent,  even  when  the  child  protests. 
Love  is  very  important,  but  it  is  not  enough. 

Renkle  says  that  at  an  early  age,  "Parents 
need  to  teach  children  to  respect  each 
other.  They  should  recognize  that  one  child 
may  be  more  powerful  than  another 
because  of  age,  size  or  intelligence.  Parents 
should  check  the  balance  of  power  and 
realize  the  bigger  and  older  child  may  be 
threatening  the  younger  one." 

As  individuals,  we  can  examine  our  relation- 
ships and  be  aware  of  our  values  and 
attitudes.  In  our  relationships,  particularly 
with  young  people,  we  can  help  them  build 
their  self-esteem.  We  need  to  help  them  to 
acknowledge  their  emotions,  especially 
angry  feelings,  and  express  them  appropri- 
ately. Children  need  to  be  taught  to  resolve 
conflicts  without  using  force  or  insults. 
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You  Know? 


The  first  annual  Kids  Help  Phone 
Bowlathon  rolled  across  Canada  between 
mid  February  and  early  April,  1992.  The 
event  involved  hundreds  of  communities 
throughout  the  country.  For  more  ^ 
information,  contact  Kids  Help  Phone, 
P.O.  Box  513,  Suite  100,  2  Bloor  Street 
West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M4W  3E2,  (416) 
921-7827 

The  federal  government  recently  gave 
$217,670  to  the  Canadian  Association  of 
Chiefs  of  Police  to  help  stop  family 
violence.  The  funds  will  be  used  to 
complete  the  third  phase  of  the  joint 
Interdisciplinary  Project  on  Domestic 
Violence.  Nine  national  associations  are 
combining  forces  to  take  a  comprehensive 
look  at  family  violence  bringing  together 
disciplines  such  as  criminal  justice,  social 
service,  health  and  education.  Part  of  the 
funding  will  be  used  to  produce  a 
multidisciplinary  domestic  violence 
resource  kit. 

The  Cumberland  County  Transition  House 
Association  in  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia,  is 
doing  research  to  find  more  about  dating 
violence  and  how  often  it  occurs  among 
our  young  people.  The  association  is  also 
planning  to  develop  a  Canadian  data  base 
on  dating  violence. 

The  Disabled  Women's  Network  of 
Canada  has  produced  a  practical  advice 
manual  on  helping  women  with  disabilities 
who  have  been  victimized.  Meeting  Our 
Needs:  Access  Manual  For  Transition 
Houses  tells  how  transition  houses  and 
sexual  assault  centres  can  meet  the  needs 
of  women  with  physical  and  mental 
disabilities. 


The  Women's  Inter-Church  Council  of 
Canada  in  Toronto  is  working  on  a  project 
to  raise  awareness  about  wife  abuse.  It  is 
encouraging  the  development  of  course 
material  on  wife  assault.  This  material  will 
be  used  by  theological  colleges  in  training 
programs  for  clergy  and  other  church 
workers. 

The  Honourable  Kim  Campbell,  Minister 
of  Justice,  announced  that  the  "rape  shield" 
law  will  be  replaced.  The  new  law  will 
clarify  the  procedures  to  be  followed  in 
order  to  protect  the  rights  of  victims  in 
sexual  assault  cases.  Under  the  new  law,  a 
sexual  assault  victim's  sexual  history  will 
not  be  examined  in  court  unless  the  judge 
deems  it  relevant  to  the  trial. 

About  20,000  Canadian  women  will  be 
interviewed  as  part  of  a  Violence  Against 
Women  Survey.  Women  will  answer 
questions  about  violence  by  spouses,  dates 
and  boyfriends,  strangers  and  others.  The 
telephone  survey  will  be  done  in  1993.  For 
more  information,  contact  Holly  Johnson 
at  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Justice  Statis- 
tics, (613)  951-0599. 

The  Canadian  Centre  for  Health  Informa- 
tion and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Justice 
Statistics  will  be  collecting  information 
about  services  provided  by  transition 
homes  as  well  as  profiles  of  their  clients. 
For  more  information,  contact  Lorraine 
Touchette  at  (613)  951-7139. 

The  Children's  Hospitals  Injury  Research 
and  Prevention  Program  is  developing  a 
pilot  study  to  collect  information  on  child 
abuse  from  hospital  units  that  see  abused 
children.  Alberta  Children's  Hospital  is  one 
of  the  three  hospitals  included  in  the  pilot 
project.  For  more  information,  contact 
Susan  Mackenzie  at  (613)  957-0330. 


Canada  is  one  of  the  first  countries  in  the 
world  to  recognize  in  its  law  a  link 
between  hard-core  pornography  and 
violence  against  women.  In  a  unanimous 
ruling  in  February,  1992,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  upheld  the  constitutional- 
ity of  the  federal  obscenity  law.  The  high 
court  ruled  that  depictions  of  degrading 
and  dehumanizing  sex  and  sex  with 
violence  harm  society  by  poisoning 
attitudes  toward  women.  The  ruling  also 
prohibits  the  depiction  of  sex  involving 
children. 

A  "Community  Action  Pack"  has  been 
developed  for  those  who  are  already 
involved  in  their  community  or  are 
becoming  involved.  This  pack  brings 
together  all  the  necessary  tools  to  launch 
into  community  action.  Developed  by 
Health  and  Welfare  Canada,  the  pack 
addresses  such  questions  as:  What  kind  of 
structure  should  I  set  up?  What  organiza- 
tion can  best  help  and  counsel  me?  For 
more  information,  contact  Jean-Marc 
Dupont  at  (613)  954-8636. 

In  December,  1991,  Justice  Minister  Kim 
Campbell  and  Health  and  Welfare  Minister 
Benoit  Bouchard  announced  a  federal 
Family  Violence  Initiative  contribution  of 
$114,300  to  the  National  Judicial  Institute 
for  the  development  and  delivery  of  a 
judicial  training  program  on  family 
violence. 
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Community  News 


Northeast 

Family  and  Social  Services  has  set  up  a 
new  child  welfare  program  in  its  northeast 
region  called  In  Home  Support.  Rather 
than  apprehending  the  child,  the  In  Home 
Support  Program  re-establishes  and 
secures  a  child's  safety  and  security  within 
the  home  family.  In  Home  Support  is  being 
used  in  the  district  offices  of  Bonnyville, 
Lloydminster/Vermilion  and  Westlock. 

The  Fort  McKay  School  and  Community 
participated  in  workshops  on  youth  and 
family  violence  recently.  Rod  Hyde,  a  teacher 
at  Fort  McKay  School  and  treasurer  of  the 
Fort  McKay  Youth  Club,  plans  on  extending 
the  theme  of  youth  and  family  violence 
prevention  throughout  the  school  year. 

Northwest 

The  Fairview  Crossroads  Women's  Shelter 
is  visiting  schools  and  training  teachers 
how  to  talk  to  children  who  disclose  abuse. 
The  shelter  also  runs  a  24  hour  crisis  line 
and  has  a  reference  library  of  materials  on 
family  violence  and  sexual  abuse. 

The  Grande  Prairie  Women's  Residence 
Association  has  received  funding  from 
the  Alberta  Solicitor  General  to  help  set 
up  a  province-wide  victim's  assistance 
association. 

Edmonton 

The  Edmonton  Police  Service,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  RCMP  and  the  Alberta 
Solicitor  General,  will  produce  a  training 
video  on  victim  services  to  be  used  across 
the  province. 

Bearwoman  and  Associates  is  an  organi- 
zation which  incorporates  'traditional 
Native  culture  and  contemporary  Native 
values'.  Activities  proposed  for  Fall  1992 
include  workshops  on  family  violence, 
relationships  and  women's  issues.  For 
more  information  contact  Bearwoman 
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and  Associates  939-5674  Morinville  or 
451-5078  Edmonton. 

The  Redwater  RCMP  Victim  Services  Unit 
has  received  funding  from  the  Alberta 
Sohcitor  General  to  expand  its  services.  The 
funding  will  cover  the  salary  of  a  new  unit 
coordinator  and  related  operating  costs. 

Central 

Constable  Irving  Kurz  of  Red  Deer  was 
named  citizen  of  the  year  for  his  volunteer 
work  with  victims  of  crime.  Last  year  he 
donated  nearly  1600  hours  of  his  time  to 
volunteer  work  in  the  community.  His 
volunteer  efforts  add  up  to  almost  one 
year's  work  for  an  average  employee. 
Most  of  his  efforts  were  devoted  to  the  Red 
Deer  Victim's  Services  Program.  The 
program's  highest  priority  is  helping 
victims  of  spousal  assault. 

A  Regional  Family  Violence  Network 
Committee  has  been  established  recently  to 
facilitate  the  sharing  of  ideas  related  to 
family  violence  prevention.  Representation 
includes  members  from  Red  Deer, 
Camrose,  and  the  Samson  Band. 

The  Hanna  Family  Violence  Prevention 
Committee  has  purchased  resources  on 
family  violence  prevention  for  their 
municipal  library.  The  library  donated  200 
hours  of  staff  time  to  assist  in  the  selection 
and  ordering  process,  with  the  local 
newspaper  providing  advertising  and 
article  space  at  no  charge. 

Calgary 

The  City  of  Calgary  recently  awarded  funds 
to  organizations  preventing  family  violence. 
The  Family  Community  and  Support 
Services  division  of  the  city's  Social 
Services  Department  awarded  $59,337  to 
the  Pastoral  Institute  for  its  family  violence 
program,  and  $36,487  to  the  Calgary 
Women's  Emergency  Shelter  for  its 
outreach  follow-up  programs.  A  men's 


group  —  the  YWCA's  Ending  the  Cycle  of 
Violence  —  was  allocated  $72,130.  The 
Progress  Club  will  also  donate  $44,000  to 
the  YWCA  men's  group.  Family  Commu- 
nity and  Support  Services  is  a  provincial- 
municipal  80/20  partnership. 

A  training  team  from  the  Duluth  Domestic 
Abuse  Intervention  Project  will  be  among 
the  presenters  at  a  provincial  conference  to 
be  held  in  Calgary  November  12-14,  1992. 
"Building  a  Coordinated  Response  to 
Community  and  Family  Violence"  is  being 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  City  of  Calgary, 
Alberta  Family  and  Social  Services,  and 
the  Alberta  Council  of  Women's  Shelters. 

The  High  River  Interagency  group  is 
reviewing  the  possibility  of  establishing  a 
victim  assistance  program  in  the  area. 
Recently  the  group  met  with  Sgt.  Wayne 
Carroll,  an  Edmonton  RCMP  officer,  to 
find  out  more  about  Edmonton's  program. 
In  Alberta,  there  are  already  several  victim 
assistance  programs,  all  of  them  very 
successful.  These  programs  offer  services 
to  those  who  have  been  victims  of  sexual 
violence,  domestic  violence,  burglary  and 
other  crimes. 

South 

Lethbridge  lawyer  Robert  G.  Harvie  spoke 
at  the  Lethbridge  Public  Library  in 
February.  His  session  offered  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  public  to  become  better 
informed  about  legal  issues  associated  with 
family  violence. 

Lethbridge  City  Council  has  approved  a 
list  of  proposals  to  help  eliminate  violence, 
particularly  against  women,  children,  the 
frail  and  the  elderly.  The  anti- violence 
proposals  include  improved  lighting, 
increased  participation  by  community 
services  in  preventing  violence,  a  police 
commission  safety  audit  of  the  downtown 
core,  and  enhanced  public  participation  in 
neighbourhood  protection  plans. 

Focus  4 


China  Doll:  Part  1 
Come  in  from  the  Storm 
10  Minutes 
Kinetic  Inc. 

"China  Doll"  looks  at  abuse  through  the 
eyes  of  a  child. 

Michele,  age  7,  is  playing  make  believe 
with  her  doll.  She  does  not  realize  her 
mother  is  quietly  looking  on. 

The  setting  is  normal,  but  the  scene  being 
played  out  is  far  from  normal.  Michele 
screams  at  her  doll  and  throws  a  table, 
acting  out  the  abuse  she  receives  from  her 
mother.  The  mother  is  horrified  by  what 
she  witnesses  and  immediately  phones  a 
help  line  agency. 


Reviews 


"China  Doll"  is  designed  to  help  children 
begin  to  get  in  touch  with  their  feelings 
and  explore  emotions  of  anger,  fear, 
sadness  and  happiness.  Michele  is  not 
physically  abused,  but  her  actions  and  role 
play  of  mother  indicate  to  viewers  emo- 
tional abuse  can  leave  just  as  many  scars. 

Part  I  sets  the  stage  for  a  more  in  depth 
approach  to  the  topic  in  parts  II  and  III. 

For  more  information: 
Kinetic  Inc. 

408  Dundas  Street  East 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M5A  2A5 

Tel:  (416)  963-5979 


FOCUS  welcomes 
submissions 

Did  you  Know  and  Cominunity  News 

are  columns  about  you  and  your  group 
or  community.  If  you  want  to  share 
your  news  or  activities,  let  FOCUS 
know  and  we  will  publish  your  item  in 
one  of  these  columns. 

Tell  us  about 

•  what's  happening  in  your  community 

•  what  your  group,  agency  or 
committee  is  doing 

•  what  workshops,  publications  or 
videos  you're  planning 

We'll  spread  the  word.  Write  to  us  at 
FOCUS,  Office  for  the  Prevention  of 
Family  Violence,  Alberta  Family  and 
Social  Services,  1 1th  floor,  10030  - 
107th  Street,  Edmonton,  T5J  3E4. 


Now  AVAILABLEi 


Breaking  the  pattern:  How 
Alberta  Communities  Can  Help 

This  booklet  is  the  second  part  of  the 
well-known  series  entitled  Breaking  the 
Pattern.  Many  Albertans  have  contrib- 
uted ideas,  experience  and  materials  to 
develop  this  series. 

How  Alberta  Communities  Can  Help 

addresses  the  problem  of  abuse  in  families. 
It  includes  information  on: 

•  how  to  assess  what  help  is  needed  in  the 
community 

•  what  one  person  can  do 

•  how  a  group  of  concerned  citizens  can 
work  together  to  meet  the  needs  of  their 
community. 


The  original  booklet  addressed  wife  abuse 
issues.  This  new  publication  takes  on  a 
broader  focus,  acknowledging  the  needs  of 
all  victims  who  have  been  abused  and 
identifying  specific  needs  of  adult  and 
child  victims  as  well  as  abusers.  The 
process  suggested  in  this  booklet  can  be 
used  to  help  address  any  form  of  abuse  in 
families.  Copies  of  this  booklet,  and  the 
first  in  the  series,  are  available  free  of 
charge  from  the  Office  for  the  Prevention 
of  Family  Violence. 
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Events 


May  13-15, 1992,  Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 

ADVANCING  THE  PERSPECTIVE:  BUILDING  A  FOUNDATION 

(A  conference  to  establish  a  provincial  victim's  assistance  organization.  Sessions  on  family 
violence,  police  issues  and  native  awareness  offered). 
CONTACT:  April  Weavil 
Box  1395 

Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 
T8V  4Z2 
(403)  538-1332 

May  19  to  22, 1992,  Washington,  D.C. 

SHATTERED  DREAMS:  CHILDHOOD  RECAPTURED 

The  eighth  bi-annual  National  Symposium  on  Child  Victimization 
CONTACT:  MiUie  Ramey 
(202)  939-4960 

May  20-23, 1992,  Victoria,  British  Columbia 
BACK  TO  THE  CENTRE 

8th  National  Canadian  Child  and  Youth  Care  Conference 
CONTACT:  P.O.  Box  5359 

Station  B 

Victoria,  B.C. 

V8R6S3 

(604)721-7988 

FAX  (604)  721-8774 


July  7-11, 1992,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

"HEALING  OUR  SPIRIT 

WORLDWIDE" 

CONTACT:  Kim  Ghostkeeper 
(403)459-0989 
FAX  (403)  458-1883 

November  12-14, 1992,  Calgary,  Alberta 
BUILDING  A  COORDINATED 
RESPONSE  TO  COMMUNITY  AND 
FAMILY  VIOLENCE 

(A  provincial  conference  on  violence 
prevention) 

CONTACT:  Mary  Jane  Amey 

Tel:  (403)268-2431 
Fax:  (403)  268-8091 


June  13  to  16, 1992,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
BRIDGING  THE  GENERATIONS: 

TRANSGENERATIONAL  THEMES  IN  FAMILY  THERAPY 
CONTACT:   16th  Western  Canadian  Conference  on  Family  Practice 
Tel:  (604)  822-2576 

June  21  to  24, 1992,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan 
VIOLENCE  AND  AGGRESSION 

4th  Symposium 

CONTACT:  Registration  Office 
Extension  Division 
University  of  Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan 
S7N  OWO 

Tel:  (306)  966-5560 
Fax:  (306)  966-5567 


focus  is  a  quarterly  publication  of  the 
Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family 
Violence.  Submissions  for  the  future  issues, 
especially  news  about  the  community 
activities,  are  welcome.  To  put  your  name 
ON  the  mailing  list  or  for  additional  copies, 
contact  the  office.  Address  all  correspon- 
dence to: 

The  Office  for  the  Prevention 

OF  Family  Violence 

Alberta  Family  and  Social  Services 

11th  Floor,  Seventh  Street  Plaza 

10030  -  107  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  3E4 

Phone  (403)  422-5916     Fax  (403)  427-2039 


Family 
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